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A Summary of “The ‘Principles of
Naming’ (44#f) and ‘Principles of
the Abstruse’ (ZBf) in the
Thought of Chi K'ang” (g

Tai Lian-chang

This essay discusses the “principles of naming” (&%) and the
“principles of the abstruse” () in the thought of Chi K’ang (FhE:
224-263). Chi K’ang was skilled at debating, and on the side of the
“principles of naming, ” he paid rather close attention to both the
logic of speculation and methods of reasoning. Concerning the former,
he discussed such questions as the law of contradiction, the law of the
excluded-middle, and sufficient conditions. Concerning the latter,
the methods he employed included discerning things through analogical
reasoning (#XEPYy) and analyzing principles by distinguishing names
(Pe4478). The author cites examples for each case, followed by

analysis and explanation.

Chi K’ang took Lao-tzu and Chuang-tzu as his models for emula-
tion, and on the side of “principles of the abstruse, "he arrived at his
understanding on the strength of his notions of the “spontaneity of

human nature” (¥4 g 4X) and that “harmonious sounds express nothiog”
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(FnE4es). He further had a kind of theory of self-cultivation based
upon the individual’s release of self to serve as guidance for such
underatanding and demonstration. Aside from giving analysis and
elucidation to each of the above items. The Author points out in
particular the unique contribution which Chi K’ang made within the
world of thought on “principles of the abstruse, ” that is, to bring into
full play the deep implications of “spontaneous harmony” (& #&K2ZF1D.
His “Essay on the Nurturing of Life, 7 “Essay on Sounds Carry
Neither Sorrow nor Joy,” and “Essay on the Release of Self” all
reveal a comprehension of the “principles of the abstruse” based upon
this notion of spontaneous harmony, and hence a profound recognition
which far surpasses that of the common lot,

Such an examination of Chi K’ang’s “principles of naming, ” followed
by that of his “principles of the abstruse,” should help us not only
in our understanding of some of the important essays in the “Chi
K’ang Collection, ” but should also allow us to gain a complete reco-
gnition of Chi K’ang’s disposition toward life, which ts such that at
once both emphasizes argumentation while yet inclining towards its

absence.
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