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Summary of “A Trial Discussion

of Sun Kuang-hsien’s (900?7-968)

Four ‘Yang liu chih’ (Poplar and
Willow Branch) Poems”

Chang Yi-jen

The assessments of former scholars toward the quality of Sun
Kuang-hsien’s four ¢z’u poems, “Yang liu chih, "have been rather varied,
Yet this is all the result of their differences in recognition.

This essay analyzes the practiced writing technique employed
during the writing of the “Yang liu chih” poems, and takes hold of the
essential points by which they use imagery to convey human sentiments.
Taking the third poem as its key, it attempts to open the door to
further conjecture. It next makes an examination into Sun's life,
searching into the interior realm of his mind, so as to provide a point
for reflecting upon the four poems, and to try move beyond their
surface images and penetrate into the depths at their internal order.
It further brings in some of his other works, such as “Huan hsi sha,”
so as to provide a bit of contrast through which the four poems are
ultimately brought into sharp relief and revealed to constitute a work
in the form of connected sections (lien-chang). They in fact turn out

to be a poetic expression of the life and sentiments of the author,
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what they personify is none other than Sun himself. In this they are
completely different from his previous works, in which he was accu-
stomed to personifying beautiful women and famous men. This last
point is the original finding of this essay, no previous scholars have
taken notice of it.

Aside from those among Sun’s f2’u poems that give expression to
sentiments, there are also many which touch upon such diverse areas as
odes upon historical events, eulogies of antiquity, depictions of scenery,
odes upon objects, border posts, and human characters. In terms of
his breadth of scope, Sun truly ranks at the top of all the Hua-chien
poets. He was further able to set forth ideas by making new use of
what is old and transforming the hackneyed into the marvelous, this
is the case not only with the four poems, but with many of his other
works as well. Students of poetry should examine them in depth and

evaluate them carefully.
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