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Writing Style of the Chivalrous-
Criminal Novels in Ching China

Wang Erh-min

Chinese chivalrous-criminal novels were created in Sung Dynasty
and prospered in Ming, still in Ching Dynasty, however, we found a
new creation and development. There are some difference from pred-
€Cessors.

Firstly, the principal characters had turned from officials of
integrity to government clerk and people of rustic origins. Secondly,
the main theme of these novels in earlier times are the complex
process of punishment examining and taking affidavits, but in Ching
period, eminent reversing of wrongly accused and shocking fight
with the bandit are the most important part of these novles, and also
the heroic chivalrous chastity of people. Thirdly, the chivalrous-
criminal novels in Ching had come to be an organism combined
with triplex art performance which contains talk show performance
on novels, written language skill and dramatic expression.

These three art postures mentioned above have had united by chiv-
alrous-criminal novels and had projected influence to all readers to
figure out some special typical personalities of which quite equal to

those novels’ of previous times.
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