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@ 2% Chingkiu Stephen Chan, “The Reification of Desire in Modern Chinese
Realism: Reading Mao Dun’s Midnight,” Journal of Oriental Studies, 28:1
(1990), pp. 1-20: “I prefer to see this shift as the indication that it is no
more a euphemism to equate basic social reforms with economic powers and
achievements, than it is a utopia to effect fundamental revolutions via language
and the symbolic text of culture.” (p. 3)

Cf. Anmarchism in the Chinese Revolution (Berkeley: University of California
Press, 1991), p. 104.

R(EGERMERY o LR

Cf. Anarchism in the Chinese Revolution, p. 23.
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Cf. Anarchism in the Chinese Revolution.
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223 The Origins of Chinese Communism (New York: Oxford University Press,
1989).
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The Failure of an Industrial Utopia:
Class Struggle in Mao Dun’s Midnight

Peng Hsiao-yen

In Mao Dun’s Midnight, the protagonist Wu Sunfu, an entrepreneur
who envisions the establishment of an industrial utopia in his
hometown, is disillusioned in the end. The reason for his downfall is
that his investment in the stock market fails. On top of that, the
women workers in his silk factory go on a strike. His position as the
patriarch of the Wu family is also challenged by the betrayal of the
female members at home,

The novel emphasizes the conflict between father and son, the
class struggle between capital and labor, and the awakening of female
consciousness. Mao Dun uses the thunderstorm to highlight the force
of the women workers’ picket line, symbolizing the irresistible power
of the revolution led by the working class. Even though the working
class is suppressed for the time being, the tide of revolution is
impending. The end of the story opens up the vista of the victory of

the working class.
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