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An interpretation of the Poems
“Pi ch’i chih tzu” and
“Yu yen chia K'e”

Lung Yu-chen

This essay examines Chi Hsu-sheng’s new annotations of the
poems “Pi ch’i chih tzu” ({#H2Z7F) and “Yu yen chia k’e” (RNEE
%), and discusses the meaning of the words “ch’i” () and “chia k’e”
(&£%). The author does not agree with Chi Hsu-sheng that “ch’i”
(H) is the same as the family name “Chi” (), but adopts instead
Lin Ch’ing-chang’s view that “ch’i” is the same as the name “Chi”
(#%). In writing “chi” as “ch’i” the poet intentionally uses words with
the same sound so as to mock people with the family name “chi”.
The author also disagrees slightly with Lin Ch’ing~chang’s views
regarding phonetic loan characters in these poems.

Next, the author disagrees with Mr. Chi’s view that “chia k’e”
(&%) is a transformation of “chia-ya” Giiif). Instead, the author
believes that the character “k’e” comes from the Shuowen’s original
meaning for the character “chi” (%), and that the character “chia”
is also used to express the character “chi” (&). Thus, the meaning
of these two characters is the same, and “yu yen chia k’e” (REFEZ)
is just like “yu yen chi yu” (REFE).
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