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Exploration of the Dark (Xuanxue) (Albany: SUNY Press, 2003), pp. 83-88 ©

NOKRHERA SR TR FHEIHLTEARAORAHEYS > RARMB KRG AL A
R (HBFZEL) (LT LTRE R 20045 ) > 125 EEA LH b
EANRE > R R 25 FEW (H) (F) MBEL  EARAERR b TFAZ
mpAE] 0 THARE  BAKRBY (wWLFE) [RHH > AT ARIEE T Ja
by ((#-XF) ) THRHNEL Z2EK) ((FAK) ) -

-155-



FELYHREN H=+AM

Ka o Fpstdy > mBAANHHZFE "

EGKHEE L > EimiAR - EERE 2R M - EEKN T TE LEEE R
(ontology) [FJ5#3E » i » Fieiy TARER ) MR - HERW T2EO%F)
B TR Zim ) BAHBEMNYIE - KATER > Z208ETFEGRREEN
[ ESmAET B DU RS A » B ™ PR TEMZF ] o (EEA
o BIEME TEf) (BEEMZEZAM) - Bsubstance » IENERHEMEE
B > FEEWE R MAAEIIHEE o 20 152 - #8RER - At o
5 ontology *» AEH_FARTEm - NEEE L - H TEE A0 - 805 AT B8RS -
MEERH [ A A E I ERMEY - shItwia - GRS T e
TEBEBL BT 23 sl b R B 71558 AU Bt -

G IRHENE - BRI SRS R AR R - REE R R iR B o
o 5 KHE G ~ USSR TR ) 35 (T CEr) =1 /\&iHE
IRF - WE] 78R

faE > Fb o WAFmAL S AlMBEEFE > HIAEE L o oo B HE o A

B Thed R B o
iBre By CEFE) hrE— TEER L SERQUEF - K LE o FI DT IER A E
BT B R TRER ) MR AU o AT - S EAULIERS THEY o TEE.
A > iR EFE - PR - TEYIAGE e B|AER » (8
Y1) eEEERHME DLt R TH ) - 0 HUERRY THEL > BBEY) > DIRGER TR
1 o NIt NEEEIE > HER T8 FEEAR » Mk MM - flan
FampEse TRZE > gty (ZAasEdE) ~ T—@AgEel (=ZAF
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Wagner Language, Ontology, and Political Philosophy in China, p. 146-147 °
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Being or not Being: Wang Bi’s Interpretation of the Laozi

CHOW Ta-hsing

Wang Bi is undoubtedly the most important philosopher of the Wei-Jin xuanxue
tradition. His annotations and interpretations of the Laozi and the Zhouyi marked the
transition from cosmology to ontology in the development of Chinese philosophy. This
paper begins with Wang Bi’s commentary on the Laozi. As an ontologically oriented
thinker, Wang Bi contributed the concept of “original non-being” (wu) to Neo-Daoism.
All beings originated from non-being, hence non-being is the innate nature of all
beings. The substance (¢, non-being) and the appearance (yong, being) are two aspects
of Dao, partaking of “mystery” (xuan). However, controversy and ambiguity remain in
Wang Bi’s commentary. Modern scholars have widely differing interpretations of the
concept of ontology (benti lun).

The author offers a detailed discussion of Wang Bi’s twofold purview by
analyzing the notions of taking non-being as the basis (yi wu wei ben) and taking
non-being functionally (yi wu wei yong). Cosmology or ontology? It is not only a
puzzling problem in interpreting Wang Bi, but also a classic hermeneutic question in
understanding Laozi.

Keywords: Wang Bi non-being being tiyong ontological difference
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