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Wang T’an—chih’s “An Essay on
Abolishing Chuang—tzu”

CHOW Ta-hsing

Wang T’an—chih (330-375) was an important politician and thinker of
the Mid—Eastern Chin dynasty, as well as a famous exponent of the later
Wei—Chin hsuan—hsueh. His “An Essay on Abolishing Chuang—tzu” is
indeed one of the most representative works of harmonizing Confucianism
and Taoism in Eastern Chin philosophy. With proper perspective from
criticism and reflection on the liberating atmosphere of this period, and
looking at it in terms of the whole philosophical development of hsuan—
hsueh, we can rightly comprehend the opposition between Wang T’an—chih
and Chuang-tzu.

This paper studies first of all the thought expressed in Wang T’an—
chih’s essay vis—a-vis the earlier topics in hsuan—hsueh. Consequently, the
author proceeds to analyze this text’s relevant points and theoretical basis,
by explaining its relationship to Confucius and Lao—tzu. Finally, in the
conclusion, the author illuminates “An Essay on Abolishing Chuang—tzu” ’s
role within the context of the history of hsuan—hsueh in the Wei-Chin
period.

Keywords: Wang T an—chih “An Essay on Abolishing Chuang—tzu”

hsuan—hsueh Confucius/Lao—tzu School
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