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Liu Chi-shan’s Interpretation of

“Ch’eng—1”’ Chapter in the Great Learning

LIN Yueh-hui

Ever since Chu Hsi (1130-1200) focused attention on the Great
Learning, it became an important text for Confucian scholars,
commanding the respectful study of all, and placed at the head of the
classical tradition. From the time of Wang Yang-ming (1472-1529), Ming
Confucians used their commentary exegesis of the Great Learning to
express the views of their own thought. In this respect, an innovative
Confucian thinker of the late Ming period, Liu Chi-shan (Liu Tsung—
chou, 1578-1645), was no exception.

Thus, the present paper will approach the work of Liu Chi-shan
through his commentary on the classical corpus, particularly focusing on
the “Ch’eng—i” (Sincerity) chapter of his commentary on the Great
Learning, and making a micro—analysis of this text. The analysis of the
“Ch’eng—i” chapter of the Great Learning must have some interpretive
relationship with the form of arrangement of the chapters and sections as
well as the content of the ethical theory. For this reason, this paper will
have two major points: first, Liu Chi—shan’s overall grasp of ethical theory
in the Great Learning, and second, concentrating on the exegesis of the
“Sincerity” chapter, to explore the connection between this passage and
Liu Chi-shan’s teaching on “‘shen—tu” (vigilance in solitude). As far as the

first part is concerned, the paper simultaneously treats the way Liu Chi—
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shan approached the Great Learning along with the problem of his revised
redaction of the text. The Chung—yung had been a commentary to the
Great Learning, but in his redaction, the Great Learning, as well as its
“Ko—wu” (investigation of things) and “Chih—chil” (extension of
knowledge) chapters, received the most emphatic discussion. As far as the
second part is concerned, this paper emphasizes the textual analysis of the
“Ch’eng—i" chapter in the work Ta—hsiteh ku-wen ts’an—i from Liu Chi-
shan’s later years.

According to the discussion and analysis mentioned above, this paper
shows the inner structure of meaning of “ko—wu,” *‘chih—chih,” *‘ch’eng—i"’
(sincerity of will), and “shen—tu” in the Great Learning. It reveals the
uniqueness of Liu Chi-shan’s exegesis of the “Ch’eng—i” chapter of the
Great Learning. In brief, Liu Chi-shan interpreted the contents of the
Great Learning from the point of view of the emphasis on the ethical
rationale of nature and body in the Chung—yung. As well, he deepened the
meaning of “shen—tu” in the “Ch’eng—i” chapter of the Great Learning.
From this, we can also see that, in Liu’s thought during his later years,
“chu—ching” (reverence for subjectivity), “shen—tu” and *“‘ch’eng—i" all were

of equal quality and had continuous forward development.

Keywords: Great Learning
chu—ching (reverence for subjectivity)
shen—rtu  (vigilance in solitude)
ch’eng—i (sincerity of will)
hsing—t’i  (nature—in—itself)

hsin—t’i  (mind-in-itself)
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