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Loyalty in Print: Knowledge Editing, Discursive
Networks, and Story Compendia in Early Modern
China

Chiung-yun Liu

Institute of Chinese Literature and Philosophy, Academia Sinica.

Riji gushi (Stories of the Past to be Remembered Daily), a moral story
compendia inspired by Zhu Xi (1130-1200), was first compiled in the late
thirteenth century in Jianyang, Fujian and was reprinted, reedited, and widely
circulated in early modern China as well as in Japan and Korea. This article
investigates two key questions: First, what were the nature and uses of Riji
gushi? Second, how did it function as an important medium that promulgated
Confucian moral values, particularly the idea of zhong (loyalty to the
stateemperor)? By examining a rare early edition held in Hosa Bunko, Japan,
and the later editions which mushroomed in the late Ming, this article
analyzes the pedagogical visions, source materials, editing strategies, and
narrative patterns at work that encapsulated the Confucian value system in
the form of a storybook. It further demonstrates how the historical paragons
featured in this work continued to be incorporated, elaborated, or refashioned
in novels and dramas to form a network of culture codes and moral symbols
that informed the popular understanding of what loyalty is and how it should
be enacted. As publishing culture flourished in the late Ming, publishers
promoted sales by adding more violent loyalty stories to cater to the reader’s

appetite for sensational heroism or by aestheticizing martyrdom through
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quality illustrations. Thus although Riji gushi was originally designed as a
primer, its dissemination through textual and oral transmission and across
literary genres eventually took it well beyond the space of schools and
households into a much wider social sphere. Here, the ideal of Confucian
education, the editing of historical texts, the power of storytelling and the
mediation of books and images worked together to shape and reshape popular

moral views and imagination.

Keywords: Riji gushi, loyalty, leishu, print culture, textbook



