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Naming and Textual Reconstruction: A Constructed

World of Otherness in the Xuanzhongji

LIU Yuan-ju

This paper employs narratology to compare and contrast how the compilers
of three comparatively complete and late reconstructions of the Xuanzhongji viewed
the otherworld described therein. The three compilers are Huang Shi, Ye Dehui and
Lu Xun. This paper argues that, by the different ways of presenting this otherworld,
what the three compilers actually reveal are their individual scholarly interests.
Therefore the issue of concern is not their reconstructive competence but their editorial
perspectives and attitudes. This is an interesting and important issue for both the
textual reconstruction of biji fiction and the genealogy of anomaly literature. This
paper evaluates the rehabilitative interpretations embodied in the reconstructions
in terms of: 1) the hidden meaning of the title; 2) the division and organization of
the contents; 3) how the ordering of the contents reflects different visions of the
otherworld. An encyclopedic but incomplete collection of geographical sketches, the
Xuanzhongji should have its own way of viewing the otherworld, compared to Zhang
Hua’s Encyclopedia. Modern reinterpretations, well over a thousand years later, of its
imaginary other world do manifest various kinds of distance in terms of both space and
time. Reading the three compilers’ reconstructed texts is like unfurling three different
pictorial scrolls or wandering in three different museums. In short, it is a cultural
odyssey into a world of otherness; an imaginary journey into a world where fiction and
reality are mixed.

Keywords: Xuanzhongji  encyclopedic geographical writings anomaly writings

writings on anomalous creatures textual reconstruction
spatial imagination
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