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Transcultural critiqgue and contemporary
philosophy in Chinese:

M ethodological reflections on the late Foucault
Fabian Heubel*

Abstract

From a methodological perspective this paper discusses the specific
significance of late-Foucault-studies within the realm of a contemporary
philosophy which uses the Chinese language as creative medium. Facing
the question how a critical and transcultural philosophy of cultivation can
be possible, I try to deliminate the usage of transcultural critique by an
analysis of late Foucault’s two-dimensional notion of critique (with
archeology as first dimension and genealogy as second). The discussion
of the archeological dimension focuses on the distinction between
comparative and transcultural philosophy. The discussion of genealogy is
mainly concerned with the question of how to transcend the comparative
logic of so called own and foreign culture and the ethnocentric tendency
connected with it. Then a further question is asked: do some important
languages of continental European philosophy (like French or German)
provide the necessary historical conditions to embark on this kind of
critical and transcultural philosophy? The contrast with some aspects of
contemporary philosophy in Chinese is introduced to explain the impact
of this question.

Keywords: Michel Foucault, aesthetic cultivation, transcultural
philosophy, modernity
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