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Patterns of Expostulation and the
Identities of Intellectuals—The
Discourse of ‘“Encountering Sorrow”’ in
Han and Chin Rhapsodies

CHENG Yu-Yu

The main point of this essay is not only to compare the different
patterns of exhortation from pre-Ch’in to Wei—Chin times, but also to
trace the origin of the pre-medieval expostulation literature back to
“Encountering Sorrow.” Arising from the Warring States Period, the
expostulation of Ch’ii Yuan, expressing the sorrow of banishment and the
inability to realize one’s goals, is the first creation of a genre which
fostered the appearance of a Lyric Tradition for intellectuals, providing a
pattern for writing resistance. This pattern therefore served as a means of
persuasion of emperors, a means of admonishing people, and moreover
was a reflection of the intellectuals’ aspiration and grief, their fondest
hopes and their bitter disappointment. From Han to Wei—Chin, writers
imitating the Sorrow Pattern (sao—t’i) constructed a series of discourses on
Ch’i Yuan, simultaneously establishing aspects of the intellectuals’
independent situation. It did not matter , when they contrasted Tao and
Power (shih) to indicate that morals were valued more than political
power, whether they drew on Confucianism or on Chuang-tzu’s Taoism;

this writing brought both viewpoints together. The discourse exhibits a
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systematically dualistic orientation, for example by using monologue and
dialogue, featuring both lament and eager utterance, bringing in paradigms
from attested history and imaginary myth. With all these special pleadings
and debates, all these over—written revisions, we can manifest the images of
intellectuals in this article through their polycentric and abundant
formations. The rewriting of Chli Yuan in the Wei-Chin rhapsodies
consequently can be referred to as the rehashing of the intellectuals. These
discourses contained detailed analyses about what kind of virtue could
defend against the secular darkness, what kind of loyalty could fulfill the
self’s morality, and what kind of liege could endure the loneliness of
banishment that seems never ending.

In conclusion, we may say that Ch’ii Yuan was the first scholar that
was conscious to create the expostulating pattern, and the subsequent
rhapsodies in the Simulated Sorrow Pattern (ni-sao—t’i) construct the
typical expostulation literature, as well as the history of independent

intellectuals.

Key words: discourse of encountering sorrow patterns of expostulation

Han—Chin rhapsodies identity of intellectuals
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